[Ebola in Uganda](http://www.who.int/csr/don/2012_10_04/en/index.html) {#cesec10}
======================================================================

On Oct 4, 2012, the Ugandan Ministry of Health declared the end of the Ebola outbreak in Kibaale district. The last patient infected was discharged from hospital on Aug 24, and no new cases have developed for double the maximum incubation period (21 days). A total of 24 probable and confirmed cases and 17 deaths were reported during the outbreak. An unrelated outbreak continues in Democratic Republic of the Congo.

[Novel coronavirus](http://eurosurveillance.org/ViewArticle.aspx?ArticleId=20292) {#cesec20}
=================================================================================

A novel coronavirus, closely related to the hCoV-ENC variant reported in a Saudi Arabian patient who died in June, was identified in a patient transferred from Doha, Qatar to London, UK with severe respiratory illness on Sept 22, 2012. 13 of 64 close contacts reported mild respiratory symptoms, but none had developed severe disease by Oct 2 (10 days after last exposure), and of ten symptomatic patients tested, none was infected with the new coronavirus. The possibly related death in early September of a person who recently travelled to the Saudi Arabia--Qatar region is under investigation.

[Aspergillus meningitis in USA](http://vitals.nbcnews.com/_news/2012/10/05/14245074-seven-deaths-reported-in-growing-meningitis-outbreak-second-fungus-found?chromedomain=dailynightly&lite) {#cesec30}
============================================================================================================================================================================================

The US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has warned that thousands of people could be at risk of meningitis from [contaminated injections of methylprednisolone](http://www.fda.gov/Drugs/DrugSafety/ucm322734.htm) given between July 1 and Sept 28, 2012. 64 people in nine states have been diagnosed with non-contagious fungal meningitis, and seven have died. The steroid is commonly used to treat lower back pain in older people. Two fungi, aspergillus and exserohilum, have been cultured from patients. The pharmacy that supplied the preservative-free methylprednisolone, which was sent to 75 clinics, has recalled it and other drugs.

[Scrub typhus in India](http://www.indianexpress.com/news/scrub-typhus-a-fever-found-in-hilly-regions-spreads-to-plains/1010163/) {#cesec40}
=================================================================================================================================

Scrub typhus, a fever usually only noted in hilly regions, has spread to the plains of northern India. At the Indira Gandhi Medical College and Hospital, Shimla, 14 patients have recently died, and in August and September, 2012, 50 residents of the Chandigarh, Mohali, and Panchkula areas tested positive for the disease. Scrub typhus is caused by infection with the bacterium *Orientia tsutsugamushi*, which is transmitted to people by mites. Severe scrub typhus usually causes multiple-organ damage, including carditis, acute respiratory distress syndrome, hepatitis, renal failure, encephalitis, disseminated intravascular coagulopathy, and septic shock.
